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1. STUFF AND NONSENSE!
At the same time that Pinocchio was written there was a fashion for a type of
poem called a limerick. They always have the same rhyme scheme (AABBA)
and are usually funny. We think that Pinocchio would enjoy them and made
up this one about him:

There once was a boy made of wood
He wanted to do what he should
His dad said, “Try school”
His friend said, “Not cool”
But then he came to no good!

Can you write your own limerick? If you get stuck we’ve given you a few
more starting lines here:
There
There
There
There

once
once
once
once

was
was
was
was

a Fox and a Cat…
a town by the sea…
a scary big fish….
fairy so blue…

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

If you like writing these poems you can find more in the original book called
A Book of Nonsense by Edward Lear. It was published in 1846, 10 years
before Carlo Collodi (the author of Pinocchio) had his first book printed.
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2. In the Land of Toys Pinocchio and Lampwick start to realise they are
turning into donkeys. As he hasn’t been to school yet we have helped
Pinocchio to write a letter to the horrible Puppet Master to complain about his
problems.

Land of Toys,
Far Away,
Whizz Bang Land.
Christmas Day, Every Year
Dear Signor Diavolo,
Re: Carrots and Sticks
I am writing to complain to you about the recent itching in my ears.
As you know my Papa Geppetto carved me out of wood. Imagine my
surprise to find that my ears have become more and more furry and
much, much bigger. Please explain what is happening to me and
guarantee they won’t fall off.
I have enjoyed being here and playing all the time. The delicious
crunchy carrots at snack time have given us lots of energy for kicking
about. However I when I want to run I find myself going onto all fours
to gallop and I do find it very frightening when you stand close by
with your big stick.
I would like to go home now. Please let me know by return when I can
expect to travel back as my Papa will be waiting for me in the
harbour. When can I expect the boat to sail?
Eeeeeee-yours sincerely,

Pinocchio
Can you help him to write another letter to another character in the play?
Will it be a personal letter? For example; it might be to Geppetto telling him
about wonderful things Pinocchio has seen or done. It might be a more
formal letter asking Fox and Cat to go into business with him to grow his
money. Think about the different types of language and ways to set out the
information on the page that would suit each style of letter.
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3. SPOT THE DIFFERENCE……….
Writer Russell Dean read the original book many times before he started to
write his script. Look at the next two boxes of text. They tell us the same
information from the story. The first box is from the book and the second
from the script.
FROM THE ORIGINAL BOOK:
"Here I am, at your service," answered the carpenter (Geppetto), raising
himself on to his knees. "This morning a fine idea came to me."
"Let's hear it." (Signor Cherry)
"I thought of making myself a beautiful wooden Marionette. It must be
wonderful, one that will be able to dance, fence, and turn somersaults.
With it I intend to go around the world, to earn my crust of bread and
cup of wine. What do you think of it?"
"Bravo, Polendina1!" cried the same tiny voice which came from no one
knew where.
On hearing himself called Polendina, Maestro Geppetto turned the colour of a
red pepper and, facing the carpenter, said to him angrily:
"Why do you insult me?"
"Who is insulting you?"
"You called me Polendina."
"I did not."
"I suppose you think …. I…… did! Yet I KNOW it was you."
"No!"
"Yes!"
"No!"
1

Geppetto wears a yellow wig in the original story that looked like a bowl of
cornmeal typical in Italy called Polenta.
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"Yes!"
And growing angrier each moment, they went from words to blows, and
finally began to scratch and bite and slap each other.
When the fight was over, Maestro Antonio had Geppetto's yellow wig in his
hands and Geppetto found the carpenter's curly wig in his mouth.
"Give me back my wig!" shouted Maestro Antonio in a surly voice.
"You return mine and we'll be friends."
The two little old men, each with his own wig back on his own head, shook
hands and swore to be good friends for the rest of their lives.
"Well then, Maestro Geppetto," said the carpenter, to show he bore him no ill
will, "what is it you want?"
"I want a piece of wood to make a Marionette. Will you give it to me?"
Maestro Antonio, very glad indeed, went immediately to his bench to get the
piece of wood which had frightened him so much. But as he was about to
give it to his friend, with a violent jerk it slipped out of his hands and hit
against poor Geppetto's thin legs.
"Ah! Is this the gentle way, Maestro Antonio, in which you make your gifts?
You have made me almost lame!"
"I swear to you I did not do it!"
"It was …… I……. , of course!"
"It's the fault of this piece of wood."
"You're right; but remember you were the one to throw it at my legs."
"I did not throw it!"
"Liar!"
"Geppetto, do not insult me or I shall call you Polendina."
"Idiot."
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"Polendina!"
"Donkey!"
"Polendina!"
"Ugly monkey!"
"Polendina!"
On hearing himself called Polendina for the third time, Geppetto lost his head
with rage and threw himself upon the carpenter. Then and there they gave
each other a sound thrashing.
After this fight, Maestro Antonio had two more scratches on his nose, and
Geppetto had two buttons missing from his coat. Thus having settled their
accounts, they shook hands and swore to be good friends for the rest of their
lives.
Then Geppetto took the fine piece of wood, thanked Maestro Antonio, and
limped away toward home.
FROM OUR SCRIPT:
Cherry:

Look what I found in the harbour.

Geppetto:

Wood!

Cherry:

The nights are getting cold.

Geppetto:

You shouldn’t have bothered yourself.

Cherry:

Maybe not. But I do. Goodnight Geppetto.

Geppetto:

Goodnight Signor Cherry.

Chorus:

And then something extraordinary happened. She starts to
puppet log. Signor Cherry is an ass!

Cherry:

What did you say?

Geppetto:

Nothing!

Cherry:

I…. oh never mind…. Goodnight Geppetto...
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Chorus:

Cherry stinks of fish.

Cherry:

What was that!

Geppetto:

I didn’t say anything.

Cherry turns to go.
Chorus:

Smelly pants smelly pants. Cherry’s very smelly pants.

Cherry:

Aargh!! Insult me would you! I bring you firewood out of the
goodness of my heart and all you do is call me smelly pants!

Chorus:

That’s right fish face!

Cherry:

STOP IT!

Geppetto:

It’s not me!

Cherry:

Of course it’s you who else is here.

Chorus:

Stinky Signor Cherry.

Cherry:

What’s wrong with you?

Geppetto:

I didn’t do it!

Chorus:

And then the log came to life! She puppets the log up into
the air and hits Cherry in the stomach

Cherry:

Oof! Throw my gift back at me would you.

Geppetto:

Oof! I never did!

Cherry:

Oof! Santa Maria!

Chorus:

And this went on for quite some time. Squidface. Blockhead.
Jelly fish. Jelly brains. Until at last the two men were
exhausted and log blew a raspberry at each man then fell into
a deep sleep.

Geppetto:

Signor Cherry.

Cherry:

Yes Signor Geppetto.
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Geppetto:

I didn’t call you an ass.

Cherry:

I know. And I never said you were mad.

Geppetto:

I know.

Cherry:

But now I think we must both be mad. A talking log! Can we
believe our eyes?

Geppetto:

Impossible.

Cherry:

Unfeasible.

Geppetto:

Incredible.

Cherry:

No wait! I have it. This must be a dream. I am dreaming of
being beaten by a talking log. Ha! Geppetto I am dreaming
you.

Geppetto:

Oh. So am I dreaming you too?

Cherry:

It’s the only answer. Any moment we will wake up and laugh
at ourselves.

Geppetto:

Would you like me to pinch you and see?

Cherry:

No no my friend. I’ve had enough pain for one dream.
Goodnight. I shall tell you all about this when I wake.

Geppetto:

And so shall I.

If there are any words you want to look up in a dictionary make a note of
them here:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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COMPARING STYLES – 10 QUICK QUESTIONS
1. What is happening in the episode?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. What do you discover about the two main characters?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. There is a third character in the scene, who is it?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Why do you think the scriptwriter added a “Chorus” character?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. Strangeface use masks in our performances and we decided it would be
quite complicated to show a masked actor wearing a wig. We also thought it
might fall off all the time! We needed to guess what the author Carlo Collodi
was telling his readers by describing Geppetto in the yellow wig. What do you
think he was saying about the old man?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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6. Do you think Russell; the scriptwriter has created the same type of person
without using the wigs? How has he done that?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7. This scene happens at the beginning of the book/play. What themes are
being set up for the following story?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. Go through both boxes and circle the adjectives2. Are there more in the
book section or the play script? Why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
9. Which parts of the writing did you enjoy? Why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
10. Were there parts of the writing you didn’t like? Why?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2

Describing words
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4. Mask Theatre
Strangeface always use masks when they make their productions. Get into
groups and talk about one of the following questions
•
•
•
•

How did the masks make you feel in the audience?
What are the good things about using masks?
What problems do they cause?
Have you seen any other theatre where the actors used masks?
(If so were there any similarities or differences?)

Each group can take it in turn to report back to the rest of the class.
We think masks are especially good at showing characters as archetypes.
Research/Discuss what archetypes are and how they can help the
reader/audience quickly understand what is happening. Find comparative
characters in:
•
•
•
•

The Amazing Adventures of Pinocchio
Fairy Tales
Pantomime
Modern References – (Tip: The Simpsons is particularly good!!)

Mask

Based

Drama

Games

Using a mask makes an actor use their whole body to show a character and
emotion. If you don’t have a mask simply cover up the faces of the pupils
and ask the rest of the group (the audience) to read character and emotion
from the shoulders down.
•
•
•

Can you make a happy body?
Can you make a sad body?
How big can the movements be?

(Tip: In general drooping your body makes it look sad and taking in a great
big breath, lifting from the chest, makes it look happy. Gestures help too –
sad hands might be floppy or pleading, happy hands might be waving or
thumbs up)
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What other emotions and feelings can you show using your body? Make
statues of as many as possible, and then see if you can explore the way that
a “sad” or “happy” body moves.
Most of the actors in this production have 7 different characters to play! They
try to make them as different as possible. With his or her faces covered up
no one will know who is who!! Ask each pupil to think about 2 opposite types
of character
(Tip: Old Man and Little Girl, Rich Woman and Poor Man)
Ask each pupil to stand like one of his or her characters then the other. How
big can they make the change? Can they walk in two completely different
ways to suit these characters?
We use Half-Masks, this means that the actors have got their mouths free.
What does that mean they can do?
(Tip: Talk and make different and exaggerated shapes with their mouth such
as sloping jaw, tongue out, jutting jaw, becoming chinless, cheesy grin,
trembling bottom lip)
We have a group of characters we call a Chorus. In our play the Chorus are
very different characters who act as a group of storytellers. Choruses were
also used in Ancient Greek theatre wearing identical masks. We think that
this meant they all acted as one.
Experiment with the difference between these 2 types of chorus by asking
groups of pupils to find ways to tell nursery rhymes as one voice and by
dividing the lines up. Is it possible for a group to speak (and move)
altogether? What makes it easier? (tip: have a leader at the front) What
makes it difficult? How does the audience feel? What is communicated and
shown well when a group act all together?

Make

a mini

mask!

Using handfuls of clay make machetes (designs for masks) for the characters
in this play. A successful mask usually distills one or two aspects of
personality and is quite often asymmetrical. It maybe useful to work in front
of a mirror to pull a face that shows a particular emotion and then refers
back to it. Are there expressions in language that may help e.g. nosey, wideeyed, wizened…? You can experiment with the clay whilst it is moist, if you
leave it to dry out you will have a design to keep.
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5. Carlo Collodi 1826 – 1890
Carlo Collodi wrote the book of Pinocchio about 150 years ago, here are
some facts about his life and times:
•

Carlo Collodi was born as Carlo
Lorenzini in Florence, Italy

•

He lived at roughly the same
time as Queen Victoria (18191901) and another famous
writer Charles Dickens (18121870)

•

He was a soldier in the army
for one of the areas of Italy
called Tuscany in his 20s.

•

He wrote lots of books starting
in 1856 when he was 30.

•

His first book for children was
written in 1875, translating
fairy stories from a French
author, Perrault. Perrault wrote
original versions of Cinderella,
Puss in Boots and Red Riding
Hood.

•

Pinocchio was first published in episodes in a children’s journal in 1881.

•

In the 19th Century families liked to have weekly installments of
adventures from their favourite characters to read together just as we
might watch a soap opera or talent show unfolding together today.

•

He wanted to write about the good and bad he saw in the leaders of his
area and country. He didn’t want to say that he thought such a
politician was kind or such a politician was mean so he used fantastical
adventures and characters to disguise his ideas about society. In his
book the spirit doctors are a crow, an owl and the talking cricket. This
type of writing can be called satire or allegory.

•

Pinocchio first appeared in English in 1892, 2 years after his death.
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During Collodi’s lifetime: COMPLETE THE MISSING WORDS
1821 Michael F…………….. starts work on Electricity and Magnetism
1826 Carlo Lorenzini (Collodi) Born
1829 Stevenson’s R……… is chosen as the best design to power the Railways
1830 A sewing machine is invented in France
1833 Lord Shaftesbury seeks to stop C…………. L…………. in factories
1833 S……………… Abolition Act
1837 Queen V…………………….. comes to the throne
1838 Dickens publishes O……………. Twist
1840 The first postage stamp (the P………… B…………….) is issued
1844 The first electrical telegraph is sent by Samuel Morse in the USA
1844 Dumas writes The T…………….. Musketeers
1846 The saxophone is invented by Belgian instrument maker Adolphe Sax
1848 The G………………….. Rush starts in California, USA
1851 The Great E…………………………….. at Crystal Palace
1852 Elisha Otis invents the safety elevator
1854 The Crimean War begins between R…………………… and Britain
1857 The Indian Rebellion against British Colonial Rule
1859 Charles D…………………… publishes the Origin of the Species
1860 F………………… N………………… founds a school for nurses
1860 The c………………….. skirt fashion reaches it’s biggest point
1861 The American Civil War begins
1863 The F…………………………….. Association is founded
1865 London Firebrigade established
1865 Alice’s Adventures in W…………………… is published by Lewis C………………
1867 Alfred N……….., Scientist and originator of the prizes invents dynamite
1870 Elementary Education Act sets schooling of all children between ages
……. and 12
1870 Italy became one complete country as we recognize it today
1871 German Empire is founded
1874 The I………………….. artists Monet and Renoir exhibit work
1875 Jeanne Calment was born, eventually to become the longest-living
human being in recorded history. She lived until 1997, at the age of 122.
1876 First telephone by Alexander Graham B………….
1883 Treasure I……………… is written by Robert Louis Stevenson
1884 The Adventures of H…………………. Finn is published by Mark Twain
1885 Karl Benz Introduces the first automobile
1889 Queen M………………….. of Italy was served a pizza resembling the colors
of the Italian flag, red (tomato), white (mozzarella) and green (basil)
1890 Collodi dies in Florence
1893 New Zealand becomes the first country in the world to offer v………to all
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During Collodi’s lifetime: (ANSWERS)
1821 Michael Faraday starts work on Electricity and Magnetism
1826 Carlo Lorenzini (Collodi) Born
1829 Stevenson’s Rocket is chosen as the best design to power the railway
1830 A sewing machine is invented in France
1833 Lord Shaftesbury seeks to stop Child Labour in factories
1833 Slavery Abolition Act
1837 Queen Victoria comes to the throne
1838 Dickens publishes Oliver Twist
1840 The first postage stamp (the Penny Black) is issued
1844 The first electrical telegraph is sent by Samuel Morse in the USA
1844 Dumas writes The Three Musketeers
1846 The saxophone is invented by Belgian instrument maker Adolphe Sax
1848 The Gold Rush starts in California, USA
1851 The Great Exhibition at Crystal Palace
1852 Elisha Otis invents the safety elevator
1854 The Crimean War begins between Russia and Britain
1857 The Indian Rebellion against British Colonial Rule
1859 Charles Darwin publishes the Origin of the Species
1860 Florence Nightingale founds a school for nurses
1860 The crinoline skirt fashion reaches it’s biggest point
1861 The American Civil War begins
1863 The Football Association is founded
1865 London Firebrigade established
1865 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is published by Lewis Carroll
1867 Alfred Nobel, Scientist and originator of the prizes invents dynamite
1870 Elementary Education Act sets schooling of all children between ages 5
and 12
1870 Italy became one complete country as we recognize it today
1871 German Empire is founded
1874 The impressionists Monet and Renoir exhibit work
1875 Jeanne Calment was born, eventually to become the longest-living
human being in recorded history. She lived until 1997, at the age of 122.
1876 First telephone by Alexander Graham Bell
1883 Treasure Island is written by Robert Louis Stevenson
1884 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is published by Mark Twain
1885 Karl Benz Introduces the first automobile
1889 Queen Margherita of Italy was served a pizza resembling the colors of
the Italian flag, red (tomato), white (mozzarella) and green (basil)
1890 Collodi dies in Florence
1893 New Zealand becomes the first country in the world to offer votes to all
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ITALY
Find and mark where you live, then find and
colour in the “boot” of Italy on this map:
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If we wanted to travel to Italy today what
methods of transport could we use to get there?
……………………………………………………………………………………….
It is the approximately 1100 miles between the
capital cities London and Rome. When Pinocchio
was written in 1881 what methods of transport
could Travellers use? How long do you think the
journey would take?
……………………………………………………………………………………….

Italy is very famous for it’s delicious food. Can you
find or draw pictures of an Italian 3 course meal
below? Write the name of each dish underneath.

………………………….. ………………………….. …………………………..

• The UK has an area 243,820 Sq kM, A coastline of
12,429 km and estimate 63,111,100 People live there
• Italy has an area of 301,230 SQ km, A coastline of
7,600 km and estimate 59,500,000 people live there
What industries are different or similarly popular
in both countries?
………………………………………………………………………………………
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Commedia dell’Arte
Italy has a tradition of performances in masks which started in the middle
ages and was especially popular in the time of Elizabeth I and William
Shakespeare. This is called “Commedia dell’Arte” and features a group of
characters who have lots of different adventures.
The stories are usually funny with lots of the words made up during the
performances (improvised). To help the actors the scenes would often have
simple ideas like being in love, being hungry or being a servant to someone
who isn’t as clever!
Can you draw a line to match the following character types with the pictures
of the masks?

Pantalone

Arlecchino

Pulcinella

Looks like an old man,
greedy and often high
status or “in charge

A servant, sometimes
stupid but always active.
Usually unlucky in love

An early version of
Punch (and Judy) – he
has a beak nose and is
mean, often pretending
to be more stupid than
he is

If you want to find out more about Commedia dell’Arte you can start to
research it online by looking at
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commedia_dell'arte
There are some great, easy to read books written by Barry Grantham called
Playing Commedia and Commedia Plays: Scenarios - Scripts - Lazzi
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Thinking about Choices
In the play the character of Pinocchio has
to learn to choose between the advice of
those who care for him and the
characters who would like to take
advantage of him. In some cases it is
very clear what the feelings of the adults
are. For example Geppetto sells his coat
to buy a schoolbook for his son and goes
to look for him when he disappears.
Other characters, such as Fox
and Cat, seem to care for
Pinocchio but they actually
want to take his money from
him and leave him hurt.
There is a third group of
characters whose motives are
more complicated and difficult
to understand. The villagers
start to act as a group in a
way that is more unkind to
Pinocchio than they might do
individually.
In drama there is a type of performance known as Forum Theatre and this can be a
very good method of exploring the turning points in relationships.
In a basic introduction to this work; members of the group will start to play out a
scripted or improvised scene for the audience. Examples could be a child being
talked into joining a gang or a large group talking themselves into the state of being
a rioting mob. After the scene has been played out with the original beginning,
middle and end the whole group discusses what it has just seen.
The scene is then played again with a new rule. At any point a member of the
audience sees an opportunity to change the path of the protagonist for the better
they can stop the action by gently taping a character on the shoulder and taking
over the appropriate role. After each replaying the group discusses what changed.
For more information see:
http://www.wwcd.org/action/Boal.html
http://www.cardboardcitizens.org.uk/p121.html
http://www.theatreoftheoppressed.org/en/index.php
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